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The formal statement on European unity by the National
Executive Committee of the British Labour party issued in
June of this year is of far greater importance in this connection
than in its bearing on the so-called Schuman Plan for the
organization of the Western European iron and steel trades.
What shines most clearly through this very able document is
that the great new Catholic democratic parties, which are
to-day the largest parties in Holland, Belgium, France, Italy,
and Western Germany, are profoundly distrusted by the
British Labour party. Despite the plain fact that these parties
stand in many respects further to the left than the Socialist
Government of Great Britain, they are regarded as constituting
ea permanent anti-socialist majority5 in western continental
Europe, and as such bound to 'arouse the hostility of European
workers.'1 It would have seemed more sensible to inquire
whether the hostility of European workers might not rather
be aroused by the refusal of the British Government to enter
into agreements with European Governments unless they be
minority governments representing not the majority views of
their own electorates, but the views of Transport House in
London.

So long as our wisest policy was splendid isolation, and even
when that policy was changed, rightly or wrongly, into a
defensive military alliance with France, the intellectual isolation
of Great Britain in Europe was no great matter. Now that
joint action by the free peoples of Europe is .vital, and when
our own frontier lies far beyond the Rhine, this intellectual
isolation is a matter of concern, particularly now that we have
so little to offer to our allies by comparison with what we
possessed only twenty-five years ago. We cannot prudently
rely on economic pressure from the United States to keep
Western Europe together in an uneasy coalition against Russia
and her satellites. An uneasy coalition wiH go down to defeat.
Unfortunately this reliance on American pressure to provide
us with allies is a tempting escape from the realities of a situation
which calls for a number of difficult decisions in which Great
Britain will have to take the lead.

1 European Unity: a Statement by the National Executive of the British Laborer
Party (published by the Labour party, Transport House, June 1950),